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[t would be better for Congress to abdicate
any funetions in relation to pengions of any
sort, and to enact that whatsoever things Mr.
Bentley wanted he should take and have.

There ig no wisdom in the proposition. As
it now stands the public money is8 protected
by division into the hands of several agents,
each of whom ear give, and do give, satisfac-
tory bonds for the safe-keeping and dishurse-
ment.  This bill makes no provision for bonds
from this pay department to be constructed at
the will and pleasure of the Commissioner, and
is, in all other respects, immature, incomplete,
and unsatisfactory. It is only evidence to our
minds of the overweening ambition of the Com-
missioner, paralleled only by the Bantam hen
that spread herself to cover two dozen eggs.
In that attempt the hen and the eggs both suf-
fered. May it not be so with our respected
Commissioner.,

Mr. Bridges, of the IHouse, has presented a
bill ¢ to prevent the receipt of ex parte affidavits,
Iett(!rs, statements or written communications
by the Commissioner of Pensions, under an in-
junction of secresy, against the allowing of
pensions.”

This proposition is in the same line of thought
and action as the bill offered by Mr. McMahon,
and forbids the Commissioner of Pensions from
withholding from any person interested any
secret commumecation affecting an allowance of

pension, but requires that all such communica-
tions shall be open to inspection of the parties
interested, their agents or attorneys.

We do not know the precise reasons moving
Mr. Bridges to the offering of this bill, but pre-
sume that he knows of some case just in itself,
in which the claim has been disallowed on some
secret communication of the kind referred to.

Such things have undoubtedly often hap-

ned. It is somewhat difficult to draw the
ine in the police power which ought to be
delegated to the head of the Department.

As a rule it is safe tosay that the requirement
of secresy in a business communication of this
nature, is an unsafe one. Yet it may be that
valuable information is thus tendered as the
basis and motive of an examination; for this
pw-{jo.se, and this purpose alome, it would seem
to be advisable to admit it. Then if subse-
quently developed evidence, which can and
ought to be open and free to inspection, sustaius
the case made in the secret paper, it will be
right to act upon such evidence, but in no case
and under no circumstances ought final action
to be had on any communication whose writer
is afraid to avow his name and purpose.

It should never be considered as anything
but preliminary evidence, fif no weight in itself,
but whose indications, if followed and sustained,
may "o used fairly and honestly to support or
deteat any pending claim.

The more publicity is given to examinations
the better for all honest purposes; but there
must be some diseretion as to suggestions which
may or may not lead to examination and de-
eision, :

———ra L=

The attention of the former clients of B. F. Pritohard,
Esq., of Indianapolis, Indiana, who have not written to
me since December, 1876, is again called to the follow-
iag :

INDIANAPOLIS, IND,, Nov, 13, 1874,
Grorae E. Lenmox, Esq., Washington, D. O, :

Dear SBig—You are hereby aunthorized to notify each of my
<lients that I have transferred to you all their elafms, evidences,
&eo., and that i1 (8 my desire that they should correspond with you
hereafter, and forward such evidence a2 you may need to complete
their claims,

(Signed) B. F. PRITUHARD,
This proposed transfer was submitted to the Hon. Z.
Chandler, Secretary of the Interior, for his consideration
and action, The following extract from his letter, written
to the Hon, J. A. Bentley, Commissioner of Pensions, ex-
plains itself, and to it your attention is invited :

DEPARTMENL OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D, C, December 8, 1878,
L] - - - * * * * *

In view of the pecullar state of facts existing iu the case, and
thi:‘EOOLI stunding of Mr. Lemon as an attorney helore this De-
partment, aswell as hisupparent good falth in thisentire trans-
action, I am of the opinion that it wouid be proper toallow the
transfer to be made,

- L4 - - L4 . - L

Z. OHANDLER,

In aécordance with the foregoing, the Houn, J. A. Bent-
ley, Commissioner of Pensions, issued an order recogniz-
ing ms in all cases filled by My, Pritchard prior to Octo-
ber 0, 1876; wherein he hath the power of substitution.

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE.

Special Announcement to nll Our Friends.

Quite recently we have been enabled, through fortui-
tous circumstances, to make arrangements for procuring
a large supply of those beautiful little gems, of nickle-
plated cloc!w. with heavy plate-glass fronts and stem-
winding, which are now so exceedingly popular in the
East and wherever used. (See illustration above,) All
the movements of this clock are perfect, They are manu-
factured of the best materials, with polished steel sprin
and all the plates are screwed together. In short, this

clock, as we state, is @ gem, thoroughly reliable as a time '

keeper, and admirably fitted to grace any mantle, shelf,
or stand in any parlor, dining, or slecping room. Now,
having related these unguestionable facts pertaining to this
clock, which we designate as the ** Narronan TrisuNe ™’
Clock, we beg leave to impress it upon the minds of all

readers, that owing to special arrangements, we are en- "’

abled to offer to any and all the *‘‘ National Tribune
Clock ** and the “‘Natianal Tribune Newspaper®’ for the
unprecedented low price of One Dollar and Seventy-five
cents. In clubs of ten or more subscribers we will allow
oné éxtra clock and paper, for the getting up of every said
club of ten. The clock and paper will be sold, under no
circumstances, for less than one dollar and seventy-five
cents, whether in orders for one or a hundred, and in all
cases of so ordering, parties must pay the freight, the
amount of which will be but a trifle. No fears need be
entertained of a breakage of the clock or disarrangement
of its parts by transportation, Thus, we give you a su-
perior clock and an excellent newspaper, of special interest
to the thousands of soldiers of the country, concerning
their patriotism, their rights, and their pockets, while the
general news it publishes relating to matters at Washing-
ton, its social gossip, lively sketches, choice selections,
&c., will render it a welcome guest in every family circle.
Now, here is a prospectus for some good, profitable busi-
ness, which soldiers especially conld make a great success.
Almost every householder would buy one of these clocks,
even if he had several on hand, and those who have none,
wounld surely buy. Go to work then and get up your
clubs. Think of it. A beautiful family clock, entirely
reliable, and an interesting family newspaper, both for
one dollar and seventy-five cents, with a clock and an ex-
tra clock and newspaper for every getter up of a club of
ten. Kleven clooks and eleven newspapers for seventeen dol-
lars and fifty cents. Remit by money orders, which can
be obtained at almost every U. S. Post Office, by regis-
tered letter, by draft on New York, or by express,
Specimen ol paper sent free.
Address at once,
GEORGE E. LEMON & CO,,
Washington, D. (.
T =
Pensions to Soldiers and Sailors of the Mexican
and other Wars,

In the House of Representatives, January 14, instant,
an interesting debate, affecting soldiers and sailors, took
place. It grew out of an amendment reported from the
Committee on Invalid Pensions :

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to place on the pension-roll the
names of the sarviving officers and enlisted men, includ-
ing militia and volunteers, of the military and naval ser-
vices of the United States, who served sixty days in the
war of 1846 and 1847 with Mexico, or in the Creek war
of 1835 and 1836, or in the Florida or Black Hawk war
for. thirty days and were honorably discharged, and to
such other officers and soldiers and sailors as may have
been personally named in any resolution of Congress, for
any specific service in said wars, although their term of
service may have been less than sixty days, and the sur-
viving widows of such ofticers aud enlisted men : Pro-
vided, That such widows have not remarried.”’

The subject was debated by Messrs, Hooker, Harrison,
Townsend, Wliate, Hewitt of Alabama, and others, Mr.
- White offered an amendment that the benefits of this act
should be confined to those not less than sixty years of
age, and to this proposition Mr. Harrison moved to insert
‘“seventy-five”” in place of ‘‘sixty.”’ Both of these
amendments were voted down. Mr. Sinnickson, of New
Jersey, offered the following amendment :

“Amend, by inserting after the word * Mexioco,” ‘or who
served sixty ﬁuya in the military or naval service of the
United States, in the war of 1861, for the suppression of
the rebellion,’’

Tellers being ordered on Mr. Sinnickson's amendment*
the ayes were 96, noes 8%, [Further discussion ensued, in
which Messrs. Hale, Burchard, and others participated.
Additional amendments were proposed, confining the ben-
efits of the bill exclusively to the soldiers of the war of the
rebellion. These were rejected. The committee then
rose. The general spirit of the debate indicated a pre
ponderating influence in favor of granting the just de-
mands of soldiers and sailors, and augurs well for the pas-
sage by Cong.  sof a liberal bounty bill,

- -

THE average penod of gestation for a mare is 336 days;
cow, 280 days; ewe, 154 days; goat, 153 days; sow, 112
days; slut, 60 days; rabbit, 30 days.
36 days; turkey, 27 days; peafowl, 28 days; duck, 2
days; chicken, 21 days; pigeon, 17 days; and canary, 13
| days.

Incubation—Goose, |

Important to Readers—Observe this Oa.reﬁili'y-;

—

The Americans are a nation of readers. Many ladies
and gentlemen take half a dozen newspapers and maga-
zines, and yet demand more, Are they fully supplied un-
less a patron of the NATroNAn TRriBUNE, a journal spec-
ially devoted to the interests of the soldiers of the coun-
try, their only and immediate organ in the Upited States,
and containing at the same time general and spicy news
and information which readers will relish.

Now, in order to accommodate all who desire our paper,
we have made arrangements to furnish it and others hav-
ing a national reputation at the following rates:

Tae NATIONAL Trinuse and—

Advance, Chicago. .... T e PN . $2 9
American, Baltimore. .........coo0viee ERs Bl es, IO
Agrienlturist, New York .....cooovviiiiiviinin. 1 50
| Andrews' Bazar, Cincinnati................ &% 130
Advocate, Christian, 8t. Louis......... Avbudetnne B OD
Appleton's Journal, New York .................. 2
Appleton’s Popular Science, New York.......... . 425
Benham's Review, Indianapolis. ................. 125
Banner of Light, Boston................ 5 s Pase . 315
Ballon's Magazine, Boston .. ........ccvviinveas 195
Blade,Tnle[:F.............. ....... gl -l P vasess 800
Cultivator, Albany ...... ..... 2 50
Cultivator, Boston . .....,. 12 WSS Gae by sl 2 00
Church's Musical Visitor, Cincinnati ............ 1 50
Commercial Advertiser, Detroit. ..... "o gina Juvean i B W)
CODriDUBOY, TIOMBON: <5, i vausn oo/ve v bsivenas's . 110
Cottage Hearth, Boston ....................c.00 1 50
Christian at Work, New York.......coivvvnninan, 2 50
Christian Weekly, Illustrated, New York....... .. 2 50
Conriex-Journal, Louisville...... .........cco000 175
EIDNSDOE TROW TTROME & 5.5 55 04 6065 ws 4ds 0 stn o 6:0mias o s 1 75
Demorest’'s Monthly Magazine, New York........ 2 50
Danbury News, Danbury........... .... S5 oS b 2 10
Every Body's Paper, Chicago.............. a0 70
, Enquiver, Cincinnati........c.covviveen.. bl b 150

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly, New York.... 8 50
Chimpey Corner, New York...... 3 50
Lady’s Journal, New York ...... 3 50
Sunday Magazine, New York... . 275
Boy’s and Girl's Weekly, New York, 2 25
Popular Monthly, New York...... 275

Budget of Wit, New York........ 15
Forest and Stream, New York..........cc.ovu0.. 3 50
Farmer's Friend, Mechaniesburg, Pa............. 1 60
Fur, Fin and Peather, New York,............... 2 00
Floril Cabinet, New York.. ... cviivenierennnss 1 50
Fireside Companion, New York.............. ... 2 50
Farmers' Home Journal, Louisville. . ............. 195
SRIODN, BBOBDOI § 80510 o ¥ alnd g~ hed ee 65 6 vadnwk o b uiwh 1 36
Graphie, (illuserated,) New York................ 2 25
Goedy's Lady Book; Philadelphia.......... dawawe 9 00
Bawkoyt, Borlinglon .. cssveis svocesesisvesssssn 1 95
Home and Farm, Lounisville . ....o..ocviiiiiinnann, 00

Harper's Weekly, New York.........ccvvvvinnn.. 89

Bazar, New York........ iRyl RIS,
Monthly, New York...... P s g e .. 350
Home Magazine, Athens ........... S bonl s ne sde 1B BY
[llinois Staats Zeitung, Chicago..........c.vvveves 1 75
In Door and Out, Chicago. ..o vvvivrnrvaesses 1 00
Iodiana Farmer, Indianapolis .. ................ 2 00
Indianapolis Journal, Indianapois....... R B S
Irish American, New York...... Prle Mo tibcace aeses 8 30
Independent, (with valnable premiums, ) New York, 3 00
InbOrion; ORIORGO. < va 5070005 bans ahias)siasesnesan v %
Inter-Ocean, Chicago. . coovvvivvviinnns SR ANE a3 OB
Journal of Agriculture, St. Lonis........ sk L vy 170
Journal of Chemistry, Boston,................... 115
Kansas Farmer, Topeka.......... . 4 Rl —if 1 90
Living Age, Boston......coiieeviiivns el )1 7 25
MOthodint,  NEOW - B OIR . (500 by e ivnssraciveessns 2 20
Musical World, Cincinnati..........o00enes TS &
National Sunday School Teacher, Chicago........ 150
Nation, New York..... e ol | gl WO KVEC e bl D
New York Sun, (weekly).......... s SAS S w SRS o 1 50
Evening Post, (weekly).......... saavs %0
Herald, (weekly).....c.icvivniiisrnns 1 40
WOrlas (WOORIP) . v« ifsuvapitnsvestvpa 1 40
TIed, “(WeBRIY) ¢ s vi s v Csebikes «v 150
News, (weekly) ....... R LA INF T SR e
Observer, (weekly) . «.oevveinevasensas . 26>
National Baptist, Philadelphia ....... suswneraane il 0
NOrobes, BOMON: &, s ETUNARS s ok soiesvienavs s iv 180
Odd Fellows’ Companion, Columbus. ........... . 125
Public Loader, Detrolt . ccc.cocersorssosssssosass 1 T8
Prairie Farmer, Chicago coccvvviens siviianeeas 300
Republican, Springfield. .........ccvvivevivienn.. 300
Republican Press, Concord ..........ccviivvinee. 200
Sentinel, IndIRBRAPOUS. ... .0ssssianassovelseirmasssn 1 40
Standard, ChICAGO ... «ccveacsssossarnssnsye cre 370
Saturday Journal, New York ...... ..covvviunans 2 50
Scientific American, New York....,........ 4 8 40
Scientific Farmer, Boston,,........ el Py gt e ied TR B0
Seribner's Monthly, New York.............. IR N
St. Nicholas, New York..... L ap i nats sasusediras B D0
Star Spangled Banner, Hinsdale, N. H............ 85
Sunday Sehool Times, Philadelphia........ svswsn a8 18
Times. Chicago, (weekly). ............. coanee O
Tribune, Chicago, (weekly) ......... ....cou e 180
Times, Philadelphia. ....cccvveeicariinnnnasinan, 1 75
Traveller, Boston........coovvuuan, MV Dot N 1 50

Times, Leavenworth .....oveeveves e drddan 1550

- This is the most economical plan you can adopt to se-
cure valuable and interesting reading this winter,

Send us on your subscriptions at once, in money-order
or registered letter.

We can furnish any other leading papers or ma,

Jin connection with the NATIONAL ‘| RIBUNE, and when
oun think of subscribing to any paper not on the above
ist, just write to us, you may rely upon us securin
it upon the very best terms, and that it will be forward
very promptly. No subscriptions received for less than

one year,

Now, we specially eall upon the soldiers to help us in
the work of enlarging our subscription list by the means
here presented. It ecan readily be done, if they will put
their shoulders to the wheel, If they regard it as their
paper—which it is, most emphatically—they will feel a

~pride in its success,

. _The larger our subseription list, the more money we oan

laﬂ:-;)erf.l to expend in making it an additionally attractive

| B t.

We would like to hear from any soldiers, North, SBouth,

Faal:, or West, who would be pleased to labor in the cause.

et us hear from you, b“é’;i;onga E. LEMON & CO

Zines




